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Dear Referring Physician:

Thank you for inquiring about the Pheochromocytoma Research Program and protocol at The National Institutes of Health (NIH).

The following information needs to be received as a total package for a patient to be considered into our pheochromocytoma protocol. The main reason is that we want to serve your patient at best and give your patient  and you the best possible response and therapeutic plan.

Once, the package is received, it will be sent for review by members of our team and  Karen T. Adams, MSc., CRNP, will contact you, with a decision. One complete package must be sent, including pathology slides if indicated and CD/films for separate pieces of information are often misplaced.

Send package to:               NIH

                                                         Karen T. Adams,  MSc., CRNP 

                                                         NICHD

                                                         10 Center Drive, Building 10, CRC

                                                         Room 1E-1-3140, MSC 1109

                                                         Bethesda, Maryland 20892-1109

For our team to evaluate your patient properly, we will need the following documentation: 

· Referral letter (is mandatory per the protocol), addressed to Karel Pacak, M.D., Ph.D., D. Sc., including: 

                -Thorough and concise, history & physical examination, including:

                  medications, any prior medical problems, i.e., psychiatric, or other disease issues that could effect signing consent forms

· Treatments, such as chemotherapy and or radiation treatments 

· Patient nationality/ethnicity; what language the patient is speaking, will the patient able to understand and sign protocol consent forms

· Will the patient be able to afford travel and lodging (if a patient stays outside NIH) while being evaluated at the NIH? 
· Your reason for our consultation for pheochromocytoma; you must state a reason for your patient to be consulted at the NIH; e.g. elevated metanephrine or catecholamine levels. 

· We apologize, but e-mail or patient progress notes, will not be accepted in place of a referral letter.  

Biochemical data and scans: *** There are no exceptions to the needed scans/biochemical data***
· Plasma metanephrine and catecholamine  levels within three months of admission
· All appropriate scans done before admission
If a patient has had previous surgery for pheochromocytoma we need:

· Plasma metanephrine and catecholamine results before surgery
· Copy of imaging studies before surgery showing lesion(s)
      *    Pathology slides

After completion of these scans,  forward images on a CD, including diacom view reader, so we are able to download the images.  Each scan, i.e., CT whole body, must be listed on the CD via name of scan and date of scan; each one must be listed separately.***we do not accept STENTOR or HERMES (if they are sent, this will delay your acceptance here)
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